
Table A-46. States — Employer Firm Births and Terminations and Business Bankruptcies

Geographic area

Number of employer firms1 Employer firm births2

2003 2002 2001

Number Rate4

2003 2002 2001 2003 2002 2001

United States5. . . 5,696,600 5,678,500 5,657,774 572,900 589,700 585,140 101 104 104

Alabama . . . . . . . . . . . 85,768 85,895 86,007 9,014 9,534 10,060 105 111 114
Alaska . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16,825 16,511 16,398 2,441 2,270 2,438 148 138 151
Arizona . . . . . . . . . . . . 109,692 107,894 106,680 13,322 14,291 14,541 123 134 140
Arkansas . . . . . . . . . . . 60,416 60,668 59,757 7,253 5,381 3,990 120 90 67
California . . . . . . . . . . . 1,063,230 1,022,192 985,846 113,500 130,840 128,885 111 133 137

Colorado . . . . . . . . . . . 143,821 140,704 138,411 22,400 25,290 24,730 159 183 184
Connecticut . . . . . . . . . 95,969 96,677 96,916 8,501 8,726 9,074 88 90 94
Delaware . . . . . . . . . . . 25,280 25,097 25,199 3,439 3,223 3,352 137 128 135
District of Columbia . . . . 26,633 26,503 26,312 4,052 4,157 4,090 153 158 156
Florida . . . . . . . . . . . . . 426,245 413,476 392,756 69,711 72,720 60,370 169 185 157

Georgia . . . . . . . . . . . . 196,921 194,062 192,736 24,217 28,756 23,211 125 149 123
Hawaii . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29,217 28,800 28,569 3,658 3,555 3,811 127 124 136
Idaho. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41,539 40,633 40,459 5,998 5,039 5,534 148 125 142
Illinois . . . . . . . . . . . . . 281,869 278,839 279,627 28,933 27,342 28,426 104 98 102
Indiana . . . . . . . . . . . . 125,129 124,673 125,119 13,452 13,530 13,903 108 108 112

Iowa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68,737 68,466 68,704 5,534 5,660 5,659 81 82 82
Kansas . . . . . . . . . . . . 68,095 67,757 67,197 7,625 6,703 7,026 113 100 104
Kentucky . . . . . . . . . . . 81,407 87,589 88,138 8,155 8,526 8,713 93 97 98
Louisiana . . . . . . . . . . . 94,437 93,989 95,829 9,298 9,810 9,816 99 102 102
Maine . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39,691 39,180 38,907 4,033 4,428 4,667 103 114 121

Maryland . . . . . . . . . . . 134,447 133,536 132,049 20,687 20,576 20,072 155 156 154
Massachusetts . . . . . . . 175,827 173,896 170,026 18,984 21,262 18,166 109 125 108
Michigan . . . . . . . . . . . 210,803 211,567 212,608 22,022 22,799 23,060 104 107 108
Minnesota . . . . . . . . . . 133,419 131,646 130,348 14,652 13,683 12,700 111 105 98
Mississippi . . . . . . . . . . 53,641 53,409 53,303 6,020 6,256 6,164 113 117 115

Missouri . . . . . . . . . . . . 131,464 129,777 129,404 15,947 16,337 14,360 123 126 112
Montana . . . . . . . . . . . 33,991 33,339 32,891 4,548 3,569 3,608 136 109 111
Nebraska . . . . . . . . . . . 45,595 45,342 45,019 4,311 4,372 4,419 95 97 99
Nevada . . . . . . . . . . . . 48,929 47,340 46,339 9,749 8,826 8,864 206 190 198
New Hampshire. . . . . . . 39,508 39,211 39,542 4,653 4,562 4,398 119 115 111

New Jersey . . . . . . . . . 268,203 274,966 277,425 29,236 29,916 36,747 106 108 138
New Mexico . . . . . . . . . 41,731 42,066 41,616 5,508 5,281 5,753 131 127 139
New York . . . . . . . . . . . 478,270 474,425 473,471 60,569 59,571 62,730 128 126 133
North Carolina. . . . . . . . 179,580 178,560 175,461 22,465 22,950 22,436 126 131 130
North Dakota . . . . . . . . 18,817 18,639 18,544 1,456 1,356 1,419 78 73 76

Ohio . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 229,648 230,705 232,266 22,227 22,379 22,951 96 96 99
Oklahoma . . . . . . . . . . 75,486 75,250 75,177 8,802 8,702 9,940 117 116 133
Oregon . . . . . . . . . . . . 102,862 100,726 99,943 13,842 13,160 13,246 137 132 133
Pennsylvania . . . . . . . . 271,459 268,723 265,451 31,214 31,939 33,497 116 120 129
Rhode Island . . . . . . . . 32,594 32,295 33,011 3,465 3,397 3,547 107 103 109

South Carolina . . . . . . . 90,998 89,634 89,300 10,759 10,266 11,372 120 115 128
South Dakota . . . . . . . . 23,161 22,803 22,759 1,338 1,389 1,953 59 61 87
Tennessee . . . . . . . . . . 110,427 108,928 109,376 17,700 15,982 16,488 162 146 149
Texas . . . . . . . . . . . . . 398,928 394,303 390,390 52,677 54,009 53,271 134 138 137
Utah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58,507 56,346 54,461 10,656 10,431 10,745 189 192 207

Vermont . . . . . . . . . . . . 20,922 20,755 21,247 2,122 2,331 2,226 102 110 106
Virginia . . . . . . . . . . . . 167,527 165,185 162,459 22,069 21,438 21,371 134 132 133
Washington . . . . . . . . . 206,699 200,909 199,233 36,136 37,562 39,641 180 189 203
West Virginia . . . . . . . . 37,144 37,364 37,805 4,126 3,944 3,691 110 104 95
Wisconsin. . . . . . . . . . . 123,800 122,249 122,051 12,400 12,172 12,025 101 100 99
Wyoming . . . . . . . . . . . 19,616 19,339 19,141 2,419 2,275 2,558 125 119 138

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table A-46. States — Employer Firm Births and Terminations and Business Bankruptcies—Con.

Geographic area

Employer firm terminations2 Business bankruptcies3

Number Rate4

2003 2002 20012003 2002 2001 2003 2002 2001

United States5. . . 554,800 569,000 553,291 98 101 98 35,037 38,540 40,099

Alabama . . . . . . . . . . . 10,927 12,062 14,781 127 140 168 287 381 428
Alaska . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,507 2,541 2,575 152 155 159 121 120 104
Arizona . . . . . . . . . . . . 15,488 17,642 16,371 144 165 158 701 756 753
Arkansas . . . . . . . . . . . 6,918 4,491 4,746 114 75 80 429 282 290
California . . . . . . . . . . . 140,435 156,858 149,831 137 159 159 4,501 5,141 5,238

Colorado . . . . . . . . . . . 13,243 10,332 6,954 94 75 52 552 590 467
Connecticut . . . . . . . . . 11,044 11,383 11,348 114 117 118 187 181 156
Delaware . . . . . . . . . . . 3,148 3,891 3,122 125 154 126 505 649 1,374
District of Columbia . . . . 3,874 3,973 4,013 146 151 153 55 52 49
Florida . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56,665 52,241 54,573 137 133 142 1,534 1,803 1,896

Georgia . . . . . . . . . . . . 25,898 31,479 24,352 133 163 129 1,585 1,359 1,162
Hawaii . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,010 3,994 4,080 139 140 145 72 53 68
Idaho. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,742 7,040 5,851 166 174 150 225 260 303
Illinois . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41,112 32,093 31,976 147 115 115 991 1,240 1,547
Indiana . . . . . . . . . . . . 15,137 16,156 15,839 121 129 127 640 661 604

Iowa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,378 7,480 7,770 108 109 113 323 354 289
Kansas . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,392 6,876 8,055 124 102 119 303 238 220
Kentucky . . . . . . . . . . . 10,801 11,614 9,883 123 132 112 327 445 474
Louisiana . . . . . . . . . . . 12,171 14,416 13,319 129 150 138 499 672 716
Maine . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,715 5,042 5,401 120 130 140 105 101 151

Maryland . . . . . . . . . . . 21,697 20,927 20,667 162 158 158 523 873 758
Massachusetts . . . . . . . 21,870 20,532 18,268 126 121 109 396 380 427
Michigan . . . . . . . . . . . 24,748 26,975 26,535 117 127 124 684 802 688
Minnesota . . . . . . . . . . 17,928 12,851 6,770 136 99 53 1,379 1,729 1,887
Mississippi . . . . . . . . . . 7,267 7,160 7,557 136 134 141 282 309 289

Missouri . . . . . . . . . . . . 20,190 21,653 18,188 156 167 142 378 394 505
Montana . . . . . . . . . . . 4,679 4,445 3,881 140 135 119 98 120 149
Nebraska . . . . . . . . . . . 5,050 5,234 5,394 111 116 121 238 152 144
Nevada . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,939 8,667 8,252 189 187 184 321 462 419
New Hampshire. . . . . . . 4,598 5,418 5,264 117 137 133 178 212 334

New Jersey . . . . . . . . . 36,827 31,571 27,890 134 114 105 734 689 730
New Mexico . . . . . . . . . 5,770 7,949 5,495 137 191 132 774 693 620
New York . . . . . . . . . . . 61,199 63,631 65,616 129 134 139 1,987 2,585 2,432
North Carolina. . . . . . . . 23,234 22,184 23,217 130 126 134 528 576 613
North Dakota . . . . . . . . 2,049 1,893 2,112 110 102 113 105 116 115

Ohio . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23,544 24,269 25,460 102 104 109 1,426 1,538 1,794
Oklahoma . . . . . . . . . . 8,434 8,923 9,498 112 119 127 612 607 941
Oregon . . . . . . . . . . . . 14,194 14,793 15,512 141 148 156 1,591 1,606 1,389
Pennsylvania . . . . . . . . 32,917 35,859 33,426 122 135 129 1,193 1,263 1,541
Rhode Island . . . . . . . . 4,103 4,981 4,152 127 151 127 48 65 64

South Carolina . . . . . . . 10,711 11,491 12,893 119 129 145 142 178 147
South Dakota . . . . . . . . 1,899 2,098 2,156 83 92 96 110 119 164
Tennessee . . . . . . . . . . 16,315 16,514 17,637 150 151 160 597 735 886
Texas . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55,461 58,114 59,342 141 149 153 3,153 2,994 3,155
Utah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,368 11,272 13,565 184 207 261 519 602 475

Vermont . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,584 3,501 2,578 125 165 123 78 91 97
Virginia . . . . . . . . . . . . 20,539 20,305 21,449 124 125 133 956 969 924
Washington . . . . . . . . . 35,345 40,782 41,122 176 205 211 737 698 642
West Virginia . . . . . . . . 5,550 5,595 5,741 149 148 148 290 357 322
Wisconsin. . . . . . . . . . . 12,629 13,651 14,135 103 112 116 722 856 734
Wyoming . . . . . . . . . . . 2,921 2,895 2,969 151 151 160 44 47 45

1Employer firm estimates are the previous year’s figure plus the difference between birth and termination estimates. As of end of year.
2From prior year’s March through current year’s March. On occasion, some state terminations result in successor firms, which are not listed as new firms.
3A business bankruptcy is the legal recognition that a company is insolvent (i.e., not able to satisfy creditors or discharge liabilities) and must restructure or completely liquidate under Chapter 7,

11, 12, or 13 of the federal bankruptcy laws.
4Per 1,000 employer firms. Based on the number of firms at the end of the previous year.
5State totals do not add to the U.S. totals as firms enter and exit multiple states and the U.S. data is based upon a different source.

Survey, Census, or Data Collection Method: For information, see Internet site <http://www.sba.gov/advo/research/sbei.html>.

Source: U.S. Small Business Administration, Office of Advocacy, ‘‘Small Business Economic Indicators for 2003,’’ published August 2004; see Internet site
<http://www.sba.gov/advo/research/sbei.html>.
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